CORRESPONDENCE

Bezwoda: Evidence of Fabrication in Original Article
To the Editor: The recent publication of the clinical trial by
Stadtmauer et al1 showing no benefit to high-dose chemotherapy in
metastatic breast cancer led us to re-examine the earlier positive report
of Bezwoda et al,2 which, notoriously, has now been withdrawn.3,4
It is apparent that although Bezwoda claims merely that he “misrepresented” his results, he undertook detailed fabrication. He clearly
describes the treatment regimen/schedule for both the experimental and
comparison groups in Table 1, and in Table 2 he gives precise figures
for the amount of various agents said to have been received by patients
1
correct to 100
milligrams per square meter per week. Yet his audited
reports revealed a completely different treatment regimen for the
comparison group.
Furthermore, there may be evidence in the original publication that
Bezwoda’s data were falsified, or at the very least, suspicious. The
number of complete responses (CR) in control patients with soft tissue
metastases is given as four in Table 6, whereas the total number of CRs
in controls is given in Table 5 as only two. The number of CRs in
experimental subjects with soft tissue metastases is similarly greater
than the total number of CRs in this group.
Bezwoda et al2 state that 49 patients had “two or more [metastatic]
sites” and 41 patients had “more than two sites” (p 2485, column 1).
Given that there are a total of 90 patients in the trial, all patients must
have had at least two metastatic sites. Yet Table 4 gives the average
number of metastatic sites per patient by group as 1.8 and 1.6.

Bezwoda et al also report the P value from the 2 comparing the
number of complete responses as “P ⬍ .01.” Its correct value is P ⫽
8 ⫻ 10⫺7, which is implausibly small for a trial of this size.
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ERRATUM
The September 1999 article by Gralla et al, “Recommendations for the Use of Antiemetics: Evidence-Based, Clinical
Practice Guidelines” (J Clin Oncol 17:2971–2994, 1999), contained errors in the numbering of references. For a correct copy
of this article in its entirety, please email guidelines@asco.org.
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