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August 23, 2004
Governor Mark Warner
Attn.: Jimmy Grappone
State Capitol
Richmond, Va. 23219

In re: Request to declare October 2004 “Carcinoid Awareness Month”
Dear Governor Warner:

Each year a few dozen citizens of Virginia are diagnosed with Carcinoid
cancer, a very rare disease. It is so rare that these people frequently go
through many months and even years of misdiagnoses because the
symptoms of these tumors mirror other diseases---such as irritable bowel
syndrome, anxiety, menopausal hot flashes, and Crohn’s disease.

This lack of awareness of Carcinoid cancer by many healthcare providers in
Virginia all too frequently results in untimely death because of faulty
diagnosis. In fact, Carcinoid patients are all too often made to feel their
symptoms are “all in their head” because many doctors are unaware of the
telltale diagnostic patterns of this disease.

The carcinoid patients and caregivers of the Capital Area Carcinoid
Survivors support group want to make healthcare providers more sensitive
to its symptoms and the public aware of this disease---thereby reducing the
number of misdiagnoses of patients and enabling earlier detection and
treatment that enhance patient quality of life and chances for survival.

We are planning several educational activities for October 2004---including
hosting a presentation by a top carcinoid specialist and mailing informational
materials to many physicians in DC and tri-state region (MD, VA, WV).

We would very much appreciate it if you will designate October as “Virginia
Carcinoid Awareness Month” to call attention to this insidious disease.

Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to discussing this
with you or your designee.

Yours truly,

%W,w.%

Lawrence W. Chinnery
CACS president




